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Hyuga Hyottoko Summer Festival

When people think of this festival, they think of crazy Hyottoko
masks and a silly looking traditional dance. The Hyottoko
dance originated in the Shiomi area of eastern Hyuga. During
the early Meiji Period, Dr. Tachibana taught people this dance
to go along with Kagura, sacred music. This was originally

Hyuga-shi Station
Hyuga-shi Station is of steel and cedar
wood harvested from the Mimi River. It
won first prize in an international train
station design contest in 2008, and
received another award in 2009. The

This is a famous spiritual spot
in Hyuga. The rock split at a
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€gend, wishes made nere wi Shopping Mall performed the first Saturday of August every year. dancing song.
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e Hyuga Historical and
Folk Museum

Tsukinuke

h s Tsukinuke are streets

v i that pierce straight
— through the town.
These streets were
historically stone and
used as firebreaks and
evacuation routes.

0 Old Mimitsu .
Post Office (%)

Atago Shrine

Old Kanemaru Hospital
Gate Post

Yanbe Famlly

| Yasaka Shrine

Emperor Jimmu Footprints

It is said that Emperor Jimmu
temporarily lived at this Shrine
until he launched his con-
quest. This shrine contains
kaminoi, an ancient hand dug
well and iwakura, a sacred
boulder.

Mimitsu
Handmade
Washi

Stonewalls and Brickwalls:

r
(come from Portuguese banco
means bench

Banko are special
benches that can be
folded up and used as a
storm shutter during

A

Nanatsubae and
Hitotsugami

A Prefectural intangible cultural prop-
erty, washi, also called Japanese
paper, is a traditional craft of
Miyazaki Prefecture. Using the clear
water of the Mimikawa River, Kanjiro
Sasaki protects this tradition and

promotes washi to the current gen-
eration.

Mythology of Mi ja”aPaO (about Mimitsu)

Emperor Jimmu and his party moved north up
the coast, eventually arriving at Mimitsu. The
Hyuga Sea has wild waves, but the mouth of
the Mimi River is a natural port with many
large trees which could be used for ship
building. For that reason, they chose Mimitsu
as the place from which Emperor Jimmu would
launch his conquest.

They had chosen a date to depart, but Jimmu
suddenly decided to leave earlier because of a
change in the wind. The town’s people mixed
dumpling ingredients very quickly to make

“Ofunade Dumplings” which is now a famous
food in Mimitsu. There was also not enough
time to make clothes properly for the trip, so
people made the clothes while standing. That is
why there is a place called “tachinui” (literally
to sew standing).

Mimitsu is also called the birthplace of the
Japanese Navy because this is where Emperor
Jimmu and his troops launched their conquest
of Yamato, current day Kansai. The monument
near the Tateiwa Shrine commemorates this.

@ Tateiwa Shrine

Emperor Jimmu and Sumi-
yoshi Sanjin, the gods of the
sea and sailing are
enshrined here. This shrine
also contains the
Koshikakeiwa, the Emperor's
Sitting Stone.

OMimitsu General Hall

This traditional building was
the home of the Yano mer-
chant family during the Meiji
Period. It was restored and
is now open to the public,
allowing a free look into
average life at the time.

© Street Bulletin Board

This is a reproduction of a
bulletin board used during
the Edo Period by the Sho-
gunate and lords to commu-
nicate directly to the citizens
of the area.

@ 0ld Mimitsu
Post Office

This was a post office built at
the start of the Meiji Period.
The red post box and old
western style remain to
remind us of days when
Japan was balancing west-

@ Monument to the
Birthplace of the
Japanese Navy

Mimitsu is the birthplace of
the Japanese Navy, from
which Emperor Jimmu and
his Navy launched their con-
quest of Yamato. The monu-
ment, built in 1941, is
shaped like a wave.

O Minitsu Town Center

This is a restored historical
building right at the entrance
to Mimitsu’s historical district,
acting as a tourist center.
You can buy famous prod-
ucts here including “ofunade
dumplings.”

O Hyuga Historical and
Folk Museum
designated cultural property by Hyuga city

This restored traditional
building belonged to a ship-
ping agent in 1855. You
can see the lifestyle of a
wealthy merchant at the
time. It is now open to the
public as the Hyuga Histori-
cal and Folk Museum.

O Nanatsubae and
Hitotsugami

Off the coast of Mimitsu, you
can see 2 large reefs, one
with a light house. Legend
states that Jimmu'’s fleet left
through the gap between
these rocks. Even now, fish-
ermen don’t pass between
them.
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0 The Sekimoto Kampyoe

Taiseidou

@ The Sekimoto Kampyoe House

O Tide Monitoring Station

This tidal monitoring station was set
up by the Japanese Geospatial
Survey Institute in January 1893. It
is currently the oldest existent
active monitoring station in Japan
and has been chosen as a “Japa-
nese Society of Civil Engineers Civil
Engineering Heritage Site.”

ajﬁ ! [Hososhlma Primary School
Egawa Harue

l Yoshlnogawa| ﬁ

(Con\[/)enlence Store)

Gallery

o] E Hososhima Post Office
9 Arisugawa Subjugation Governors General Palace Site

Community Center
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Temple
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9 | Hososhima Primary School|

Hyuga
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Designated Municipal Cultural Property

This house belonged to Sekimoto

Kamp
move

yoe, a wealthy merchant who
d here from Chochu (modern

Yamaguchi Prefecture). He conducted

trade

from the Yasaka ward of Ho-

soshima before settling here in April of

1879.

His business, Tomaya, special-

ized in trade of miso, soy sauce, water

pipes,

and water jars.

O Kannon—ji Temple

Kannon-ji was founded in 1525 as
Shingon sect, but was converted to
the Soutoushu sect in 1678,
changing its name to Jigan Zan Kan-
nonji Temple. It's said that at the
beginning of the Meiji Restoration,
Saigo, lwakura, and Yamagata
stayed and negotiated here.

OSatsuma Rebellion

Memorial Cemetery

ﬁ%

Yasaka Shrine

Grave of

Sakura Hill

Hideko HldakaG Myoukokuji Temple

Cemetery Car Park

Designated Municipal Cultural Property

This was Imperial Prince Arisugawa’s Subjuga-
tion Headquarters and Palace at the time of the
Satsuma Rebellion. Arisugawa took command
as an inspector general. This building contains
some of his calligraphy, maps, and other
objects that he used at that time. Unfortu-
"f nately, it is currently not open to the public.

O Myokoku-ji Temple

Designated National Cultural Property

Myokoku-ji is of the Nichiren sect of
Buddhism. It is said that it was
founded at the end of the Muromachi
Shogunate by the monk, Nichiren,
himself. The garden here is a
government-designated scenic place.
The balance of the rocks, trees, hill,
and island in a pond is said to per-
fectly reflect Buddhist thought.

@ Satsuma Rebellion
Memorial Cemetery
Designated Municipal Cultural Property

This cemetery is for all the govern-
ment soldiers who were killed in
Miyazaki Prefecture during the Sat-
suma Rebellion. Buried here are
Major Tetsugoro and 319 soldiers
and police officers. It is a munici-
pally designated historical site.

Mizugaura Park

Asahi Park
Omi Shrine

@ Hososhima Port Museum

Old Takanabaya Ryokan
Designated Municipal Cultural Property

Old Takabeya Ryokan was a
hotel belonging to the Taka-
nabe feudal lord during the Edo
Period. It was expanded to
include the 3 story building in
the Taisho Period and was
continually used until 1982. It
is now used as the Hososhima
Port Museum.

ernization and tradition.

August first
(the lunar calendar) , r
a0 Okiyo Festival
During this festival, children walk
around with bamboo branches yell-
ing “Okiyo, Okiyo (get up, get up)!”
People write wishes to tie to these
branches as the children walk
around town knocking on every
house. This event happens the first

night of August every year.

Tateiwa Shrine Festival

Tateiwa enshrines Sumiyoshi San-
shin, the Shinto god of sea and sail-
ing. This festival prays for safe
voyage and good catch in the
coming year. A lot of people come
to the festival to see the mobile
shrines and folk entertainment,
Kaidenma Dancing.

T - - o

@ Mihoko Shrine
During his military expedition to Yamato, soon to

be emperor, Jimmu, stopped at Hososhima. At that
time, Hososhima was an independent island which
was covered in farmland and renowned for
academic pursuits, not military action. Locals told
him about a whale which was attacking the town'’s
fishermen. Jimmu killed the whale and left the
spear to the locals. These locals built a shine and
offered the lance there. The island became known

s “Hokoshima”, spear island, which eventually
became “Hososhima.”
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r\/‘JILhO.OG’){ 043 r\/hya‘?a}/‘O (about Hososhima)

¥ “Yoke” of Mihokogaura

Just past the tide monitoring station, there
is a rocky beach. Locals call this area
“yoke,” which is short for “yokowareta,”
which translates roughly to laid down to
rest. According to legend, this is the place
where Jimmu laid down to rest on his way
to conquer Yamato.

July Hososhima Port Festival

The Hososhima Port Festival was started to commemorate
the unification of Hososhima and its official recognition as a
town(Since1889). It is held every year in Mid-July and
attracts a lot of people. The main attraction of the festival is
“Taikodai,” a pair of two ton portable monuments. One, the
Higashiwaka Taikodai, belongs to the east, the fishing town.
The other, Minamiwaka Taikodai, belongs to the west, the
merchant town. This pair is brought together at the festival's
climax. There

is also a Gion

Festival at

Yasaka Shrine

and people

carry a mobile

shrine onto

boats to

parade it

around the

port to pray

for a big

catch.
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